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11th edition of Big CIO Show & Awards 
convened more than 150 CIOs and IT 
leaders from across industry verticals 
in india. The conference concluded on 
a high note honoring innovators and 
leaders in spearheading successful 
technology implementations in their 
organisations. The show included 
a glittering awards ceremony with 
the ‘INNOVATOR’S AWARDS’ and 
‘LEADER’S AWARDS’ honoring more 
than 100 CIOs and tech leaders in 
India. The event featured prominent 
global technology providers who 
showcased innovative enterprise 
technology solutions that help 
businesses become more efficient and 
resilient to market conditions.

Summary



Reimagining a 
Digital Nation 
with Innovation 
& Sustainability 
at its Core

Dr Neeta Verma briefly 
outlined how digital 
transformation is at the 
core of every strategy of 
every organization today. 
She discussed virtual courts, 
paperless budgets, digital 
signatures and payments and 
cashless transactions. 
She also spoke about how 
Arogya Sethu App became 
popular during covid and 
how its unique combination 
of technology, data analytics 
and AI & ML is now being 

GOVT ADDRESS

transformed into a health app. 
She discussed their vaccination 
platforms, and how they are 
a help to the government 
in managing their flagship 
programmers. 

She also threw some light 
on the uses of Direct Benefit 
Transfer and the importance 
of Language technology in 
the coming days and how 
technology has brought a lot of 
transformation in the delivery 
of services to the citizens. 

Various initiatives under Digital India 
Programme have changed the digital profile of 
the country, with 700 broadband connections 
that have connected people across the length 
and breadth of the country”

Director General, National Informatics Centre, MeitY

Dr. Neeta Verma



Transforming into a Digital First Organization

The panellists discussed the Holistic Approach to Containerization and 
Cloud-Native Application and how to build multidisciplinary teams to 
support composable business architecture, effective ways of enabling 
the teams to work and learn from anywhere in a digital workplace. 
They also shared their insights on the migration to a cloud-based, zero-

trust security model and discussed the offering a cohesive TX (total 
Experience) approach and concluded by speaking on adopting an 
aaS (as a service) model that allows democratization of infrastructure 
and the value proposition of cloud-centric virtual worlds with their 
currencies, economies, digital assets, and communities in Metaverse.

PANEL DISCUSSION

SANJAY GURBUXANI
VP Global Digital Innovation & 
CIO (Asia Pacific/Middle East/
Africa), Mondelez International

PRASANNA LOHAR
Chief Innovation Officer, 
DCB Bank

MANISH MODY
Enterprise Sales Lead - 
Financial Services Industry, 
Intel India

PANELISTS:

KIRTI PATIL
Joint President & CTO, 
Kotak Life Insurance

MODERATOR:

RAJGOPAL NAYAK
CTO, 
Metro Brands
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist%3Flist%3DPLlWHrMCj5qzCoPbdMU0gby-mPu1sD8SIQ
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India Fast Forward: 
Technology-led 
Transformation 

Vikram Chauhan kickstarted his 
session by giving an overview 
of the measures taken on 
technological transformation 
for the coming years in contrast 
to how it wasn’t achieved 
in the previous couple of 
decades. He also spoke about 
four superpowers for growth: 
AI, Pervasive Connectivity, 
Ubiquitous computing and 
cloud to edge infrastructure.   

“Technological 
capabilities that cloud 
onboards is unmatched.” 
He also added that 
“Cloud is a cornerstone of 
today’s technology.”

“IBM Watson 
Assistant helps in 
getting stuff done 
quickly, easily and on 
any channel”

TECH TALKTECH TALK

Head of Enterprise & Government 
Business, Intel India

VIKRAM 
CHAUHAN Brand Technical Specialist, IBM 

technology Sales,
IBM India, South Asia

HARSHIL 
TURAKHIA 

Next Gen. Data & AI 
Platforms
The key aspect discussed in this session 
was Data Fabric, data complexities 
around security faced by organisations, 
governance being a key problem 
statement in terms of scattering data 
across various eco system and across 
multiple cloud. There were highlights 
on Data democratization, data market 
place, data virtualization and data 
science. Complementary to this, he also 
spoke about IBM designing the data 
fabric solution and explained in detail 
about their flagship product – Cloud 
Pak for Data.



The panellist gave an overview of how to lead with the help of data, 
intelligence and automation. They also shared their insights on topics 
like prioritizing investments in disaster recovery and business continuity; 

understanding the value of Customer Data Platforms; Planning 
for the evolution from directed digital workers to hybrid digital/
human workers to self-governing digital workers and much more.

Leading with Data, Intelligence & Automation
PANEL DISCUSSION

SIDDHESH NAIK
Country Leader, Data, AI & 
Automation, Technology Sales, 
IBM India, South Asia

RAVIKIRAN  
AVVARU
IT Head/CIO Office  
(PM), Apollo Tyres

RISHIKESH  
SINGH
CIO, Advanced Materials – 
Aditya Birla Group

PANELISTS:

DIPAK NAIR
CTO, TataAIG

DR. PUNEET KAUR 
KOHLI
CTO, Universal Sompo 
General Insurance

MODERATOR:

RAJGOPAL 
NAYAK
CTO, Metro Brands
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Rethinking Data: Set 
Your Data in Motion 
to Win in the Digital 
Economy

Cesar Peter gave an overview as to 
how to set one data in motion to 
win the digital economy and also 
explained how software is business 
by giving a comparison of the old 
way and the new ways of using the 
software. He further explained, how 
data can be the new currency for 
the success of any business.

“We have been doing all our 
business with our data at the 
wrist. But now because of the 
customers, we are putting all 
our data in motion.”

Head of Solution Engineering – Asia, 
Confluent

CAESAR PETER

“India which has 10 to 15 cr 
population, living in tier 1 and 
tier 2 cities that are mostly 
overboard or overserved and 
the next wave of growth that 
is coming from next 50 million 
users, Whatsapp essentially 
becomes a channel for you 
to reach out to them in a very 
simple and personalized way.”

VP & GM, Haptik, India & MEA
PRATYUSH KUKREJA

A Winning WhatsApp 
Commerce Strategy

Pratyush Kukreja gave an overview 
of WhatsApp and Conversational 
Commerce, and also shared his 
insights on leveraging WhatsApp’s 
marketing notifications.  
 
He further explained the shopping 
experience on WhatsApp and 
also the upcoming features on 
WhatsApp in 2022. 

TECH TALK TECH TALK



The panel essentially centred on modernizing today’s Data & Cloud 
challenges to unlock the future of IT and how can SaaS-ification 
replace some of the legacy applications. Speakers covered topics 

such as challenges and benefits of microservice architecture; 
the value proposition of data in motion and building a 
cloud-centric security system.

Overcoming Today’s Data & Cloud Challenges to 
Unlock the Future of IT

PANEL DISCUSSION

ANUP VIJAY  
DAWARE
CTO, Hector Beverages 
(Paperboat)

CAESAR PETER
Head of Solution 
Engineering – Asia, 
Confluent

VINOD KUMAR
EVP & CIO, Fino 
Payments Bank 

VINOD BHAT
CIO, VISTARA - TATA 
SIA Airlines Ltd

PANELISTS:

RUCHA  
NANAVATI
CIO, 
Mahindra Group 

MODERATOR:

NINAD RAJE
CIO, 
HealthAssure
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This panel discussion identified how enterprises need to deploy the 
technologies to develop a secure hybrid workforce model. The sub- 
topics explored under this discussion were state of Zero Trust, VPN 
and Remote Desktop/DaaS adoption and types of industries that are 

adopting hybrid work post-pandemic. The speakers answered key 
questions like the different types of endpoint devices hybrid workers 
are using today and the technologies used to secure the hybrid 
infrastructure.

PANEL DISCUSSION

Roadmap to a Secure and Scalable Hybrid Workforce

RAMKUMAR  
MOHAN
CIO, 
Air Works India

SHOBHANA  
LELE
CIO, 
Bombay Dyeing

VARUN NAIR
Head of Information 
Security, 
Book My Show 

PANELISTS:

KHUSHRU 
M. MISTRY
Sr. VP & CIO, Eureka 
Forbes

MODERATOR:

ANAND 
HADGAONKAR
CIO, 
Whirlpool Asia

https://twitter.com/TresconIndia
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SIDDHESH NAIK
Country Leader, Data , AI & 

Automation, Technology Sales, 
IBM India

South Asia

Jitendra Singh
President & CDO,  

JK Cement
India

VIKRAM CHAUHAN
Head of Enterprise & Government 

Business, Intel India
India

Vinod Bhat
Chief Information Officer, Vistara 
Airlines (Tata SIA Airlines Limited)

India

DR. NEETA VERMA
Director General, National 

Informatics Centre, Govt of India
India

KIRTI PATIL
Joint President & CTO,  
Kotak Life Insurance 

India

Rucha Nanavati
Chief Information Officer, 

Mahindra Group
India

SPEAKERS

MANISH MODY
Enterprise Sales Lead - Financial 

Services Industry, Intel India
India

SANJAY GURBUXANI
VP - Global Digital Innovations 

and CIO Asia Pacific, Middle 
East and Africa, Mondelez 

International

DIPAK NAIR
Chief Technology Officer, Tata 

AIG General Insurance



SPEAKERS

CAESAR PETER
Head of Solution Engineering - 

Asia, Confluent

Anand Hadgaonkar
Chief Information Officer, 

Whirlpool Asia Pacific
India

NINAD RAJE
Chief Information Officer, 

HealthAssure
India

Anup Vijay Daware
Technology Officer, Hector 

Beverages Pvt Ltd
India

Anubhav Rajput
Chief Information Officer, 

Cholamandalam MS General 
Insurance

India

RAVIKIRAN S AVVARU
Chief Information Officer, 

Apollo Tyres Ltd.
India

RAJGOPAL NARASIMHA NAYAK
Chief Technology Officer, Metro 

Brands, India
India

HARSHIL TURAKHIA 
Brand Technical Specialist, IBM 

technology Sales,
IBM India, South Asia

SHOBHANA LELE
Chief Information Officer, 

Bombay Dyeing, India
India

VINOD KUMAR
Chief Information Officer, 

Fino Payments Bank
India



SPEAKERS

PRATYUSH KUKREJA
VP & GM, Haptik, India & MEA

PRASANNA LOHAR
Chief Innovation Officer, 

DCB Bank

DR. PUNEET KAUR KOHLI
CTO, Universal Sompo General 

Insurance 
India

VARUN NAIR
Head of Information Security, 

Book My Show
India

RISHIKESH SINGH
CIO, Advanced Materials – Aditya 

Birla Group

We have been working with Trescon for a couple of years now 
and we’re always blown away by their energy, kindness and 
dedication to what they do. They are extremely supportive 
and responsive and consistently exceeds all expectations. 

We look forward to continuing collaborating with Trescon in 
future projects!

Darktrace

Ramkumar Mohan
Chief Information Officer,  

Air Works 
India

Khushru M Mistry
Chief Information Officer and 
Senior Vice President, Eureka 

Forbes Pvt. Ltd
India
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BIG CIO AWARDS

The event concluded with honoring 100+ most outstanding 
achievers in IT innovation and leadership at the glittering ‘Big 
CIO Awards’ Ceremony. It was our privilege to honor top CIOs 
from key industry sectors; who have brought about a sea 
change in the way technology is leveraged in their businesses.



DIPESH THAKAR	
Meril Life Sciences Group

SANJAY SHIRSAT	
The Motwane Manufacturing Company 
Pvt. Ltd.

SRINIVASARAO MUPPANENI	
Telangana State Cooperative Banks	

LALIT TRIVEDI	
ITI Asset Management Ltd.

G.D. PANDEY	
Poly Medicure Ltd.

VIKAS SHAH	
Torm Shipping India Pvt. Ltd.

DR. MAKARAND SAWANT	
Deepak Fertilisers And Petrochemicals 
Corporation Ltd.	

TEJAS SHAH	
SVKM	

SATYANARAYANA KASTURI 
Ashok Piramal group

BIG CIO AWARDS - LEADERS

VENUGOPALAM 
MEDICHERLA MSPL Ltd.

NINAD RAJE	
HealthAssure

ANIL MENON	
Lulu Group

KHUSHRU M. MISTRY	
Eureka Forbes

ANAND HADGAONKAR	
Whirlpool Asia

ANUBHAV RAJPUT	
PNB Housing Finance, India

DIPAK NAIR	
TataAIG

RUCHA NANAVATI	
Mahindra Group, India

KIRTI PATIL	
Kotak Mahindra Life Insurance Co. Ltd., 
India

ANKUR VARSHNEY	
IDBI Bank Ltd.

AVANEESH KUMAR VATS	
EESL and Convergence Energy Services 
Ltd.	

VIVEK ZAKARDE	
IKS Health

DHARMESH SANGHAVI	
Motilal Oswal Private Equity

SHASHANK BAJPAI	
ECGC Ltd.

RAJGOPAL NARASIMHA NAYAK	
Metro Brands Ltd.

DR. NEETA VERMA	
National Informatics Centre, MeitY

RAJEEV KHADE	
Sigma Electric Manufacturing Corporation	

KRC MURTY	
Kotak Mahindra Bank

SHALABH GARG	
Religare Enterprises Ltd.	

MILIND VARERKAR	
Saraswat Cooperative Bank Ltd.



SANDIIP KOTHAARI	
Orra Fine Jewellery Pvt. Ltd.

MUKESH GARG	
Ramboll

PRAPHULL PALIWAL	
Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories

MOHAN KUMAR VENKATESAN	
AXIS BANK Ltd.

YASHPAL BAWEJA	
Cummins

AMANDEEP SINGH	
Edelweiss Tokio Life Insurance

MAYURESH PURANDARE	
Marico Ltd.

AMIT JAOKAR	
NKGSB Bank

CHANDRESH DEDHIA	
Sbicap Securities Ltd.

RAVI SHARMA	
Wanbury Ltd.

SAM PANCHAL	
Pepperfry.com

BIJENDER MISHRA	
Alkem Laboratories Ltd.

VINOD BHAT	
Tata SIA Airlines Ltd.

JITENDRA PANCHAL	
Central Depository Services India Ltd.

RUPENDRA KUMAR NIGAM	
Spykar Lifestyles Pvt. Ltd.

ANIRUDDHA MEHTA	
Prince Pipes & Fittings Ltd.

VINOD DESHMUKH	
Haldiram Foods International Pvt. Ltd.

RANA PRATAP SINGH	
Pine Labs

JITENDRA SINGH	
JK Cement Ltd.

SHOBHANA LELE	
The Bombay Dyeing and Mfg Co. Ltd.

RAMKUMAR MOHAN	
Air Works India Engineering Pvt. Ltd.	

VINOD KUMAR	
Fino Payments Bank	

DR. PUNEET KAUR KOHLI	
Universal Sompo General Insurance Co. 
Ltd.	

DR. AMRUT URKUDE	
Shubhalakshmi Polyesters Ltd.	

ASHTON D’CRUZ	
NatWest Markets (NWM) Plc, India	

RAJNEESH SINGH	
Rays Power Infra	

MAHARAJAN S	
Navitas Life Sciences
	
ASHISH DESAI	
Grasim Industries Ltd.	

BIG CIO AWARDS - LEADERS



BIG CIO AWARDS - Innovators

SURBHI GUPTA	
ACC Ltd.

DR. CHITRANJAN KESARI	
Hive Carbon Zero Developers Ltd.
	
SUBHOJIT NAYEK	
Piramal Pharma Ltd.

MELWYN REBEIRO	
AEON Credit Services India Ltd.

DIPESH MALAVIYA	
Nivea India Pvt. Ltd.

BALRAM CHOUDHARY	
ASK Investment Managers Ltd.

SANJAY RANJHANI	
Senvion Wind Technology Pvt Ltd.

RAVIKIRAN S AVVARU	
Apollo Tyres	

ROHIT KILAM	
CMS Info Systems	

ROHIT TARU	
Hafele India Pvt. Ltd.

SHRIVALLABHA KULKARNI	
Mahindra & Mahindra

NILKANT BORASE	
Indinfravit Services Ltd.

VENKATRAMAN SUBRAMANIAN	
JSW Steel Ltd.	

HARISH GUPTA	
Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for Micro 
and Small Enterprises (CGTMSE)	

KRISHNA DHUMAL	
The Gem & Jewellery Export Promotion 
Council
	
YOGENDRA SINGH	
Barista Coffee Company Ltd.
	
GAURAV VIJ	
Staycay Abode Solutions 
Pvt. Ltd.
	
VIRAL DAVDA	
NCDEX Ltd.	

ANAND CHAUDHURI	
Merino Industries Ltd.	

AMIT SINGH	
Bharti AXA Life
	
SUNIL NAIR	
Bridgestone India Pvt. Ltd.
	
ABHIJIT DHADA	
Rich Products and Solutions Pvt. Ltd.

SIDDHARTH SAXENA	
Kotak Mahindra Bank Ltd.

MOHAMMED ABDUL SIRAJ	
FlyRemit
	
SUMIT BHATIA	
ATS Infrastructure Ltd.
	
DR. DEEPAK KALAMBKAR	
Paygate India Pvt. Ltd. (Safexpay)

BALAJI SRINIVASAN	
Dreamfolks Services Ltd.	

VIKAS GUPTA	
Hiranandani Energy Pvt. Ltd.	

VASUDEVAN NAIR	
Writer Corporation	



LALIT KUMAR ROUT	
Orange Retail Finance India Pvt. Ltd.

GANESH JOSHI	
Nilons Enterprises Pvt.Ltd.

RAHUL MAROTHIA	
GMM Pfaudler Ltd.

BHOOPENDRA SOLANKI	
Sakra World Hospital

JITENDRA PANCHAL	
Central Depository Services 
India Ltd.

AKHIL KUMAR	
Mizuho Bank

VIJAYAKRISHNA IYENGAR	
Bharat Fritz Werner Ltd.

AMIT KUMAR	
Pristine Group	

MURUGAN NAMBI	
Alliance Insurance Broker

JAIDEEP SINGH	
ECOM Express Pvt. Ltd.

ANAND PRAKASH JAIN	
Deepak Nitrite Ltd.

DEEPAK SAKPAL	
Sushil Financial Services Pvt. Ltd

SUMAN SAURAV	
Arka Fincap Ltd.

KUSHAL KUMAR VARSHNEY	
Virescent Infrastructure

VIJAY VASUDEVAN	
TATA Motors Finance Ltd.

DEBASHISH ROY	
Pfizer

GOPAL JI GUPTA	
RSPL Ltd.
	
NAGARAJAN KRISHNAN	
Vedanta Ltd. - Cairn Oil & Gas

RAJESH KATHURIA	
Shemaroo Entertainment Ltd.	

VARUNDEEP KAUR	
Spice Money Ltd.

ARUNRAJA KARTHICK	
DTDC Express Ltd.	

DR. NARESHKUMAR HARALE	
Reserve Bank Information Technology 
Pvt. Ltd.
	
PINKES AMBVAT	
CRIF India
	
SUBODH JHA	
WheelsEMI Pvt. Ltd.
	
GIRISH HADKAR	
Tata Realty & Infrastructure Ltd.	

VIREN ITALIYA	
GSC Bank	

VINOD KAPOTE	
Trent Ltd.	

PANKAJ SHARMA	
Jaguar Land Rover India	

KESANA SRINIVASA RAO	
GVPR Engineers Ltd.	

DEEPAK JOSHI	
Motilal Oswal Private Wealth Management	

BIG CIO AWARDS - Innovators



SUDARSHAN PILLAI	
LIC Mutual Fund	

RAJESH PANCHAL	
INOX AP	

MAHESH VANDI CHALIL	
BookMyShow	

RANA PRATAP SINGH	
Pine Labs	

JATIN BHATT	
Healthium Medtech Pvt. Ltd.	

KALPESH SHAH	
FDC Ltd.
	
RASHMI SINHA	
Artemis Medicare Services Ltd.
	
KULATHENDRAL LOGANATHAN	
Vaibhav Global Ltd.	

NAGENDRAN PONNAN	
The Ramco Cements Ltd.
	
ROHIT GAJHBHIYE	
Financepeer
	
VIKAS KATARE	
Jaquar & Co. Pvt. Ltd.	

BIG CIO AWARDS - Innovators
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